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of the Cyber Support for Women & Children Platform

With the growing use of the internet in Bangladesh, the need to safeguard rights in the cyber space
is rapidly growing. Among the various forms of violence that occur online, incidents involving
women and children are often highly sensitive, often leaving survivors unable to take appropriate
preventive or remedial action. To combat this situation, in 2022 a platform named “Cyber Support
for Women and Children” was formed through the collaboration of 14 organizations. With the
slogan “Raise awareness on cyber safety, ensure the security of women and children,” this
platform is actively working to implement a seven-point demand for change.

Short-term demands

Legal reform

1. Criminalising technology-facilitated sexual
violence under cyber law:

To ensure equal participation and empower
women in online, and to counter the
prevailing culture of self-censorship on the
internet, forms of technology-facilitated
gender-based sexual violence, particularly
doxxing, and cyber grooming should be
defined as criminal offences. In doing so, the
definitions adopted by United Nations
agencies and the Global Partnership for
Action shall be followed as guiding standards.

Helpline Number of the Platform members:

2. Digital Forensic Evidence must be made
mandatory:

In judicial proceedings related to cybercrime,
the submission of digital forensic evidence
has not been made mandatory. As a result,
inconsistent standards of evidence
admissibility arise, potentially undermining
the delivery of justice. That’s why, it is
necessary to amend the Cyber Laws to make
the consideration of digital forensic evidence
mandatory for the resolution of cyber
complaints.

Facebook Page

Scan for more

Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST)- 01715-220220
Cyber Crime Awareness Foundation- 01957-616263

Cyber Teens Foundation- 13219
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Legal reform

3. Amendment of The Pornography Control
Act, 2012:

Although under the Penal Code, 1860,
Pornography Control Act, 2012 and the Cyber
Security Act, 2026 all included provisions on
"obscenity". However, none of them clearly
define judicial boundaries; This ambiguity
creates scope for prosecuting the same
offense involving pornographic content under
multiple overlapping statutes, which may
lead to legal inconsistency and procedural
complications. Therefore, the Pornography
Control Act, 2012 should be amended
through the Cyber Security Ordinance to
specifically criminalise digital non-consensual
pornography and ensure proper
implementation of the law.

4. Ensuring the confidentiality of sensitive and
personal information about the victims:

All the sensitive and private information
about the female victims must be preserved
with strict confidentiality for storage and
court presentation. In this regard, legal
provisions must prohibit the disclosure of
survivors’ identities in the media and on
social platforms and restrict the publication
of interviews or personal data related to
survivors. Furthermore, a comprehensive
policy should be developed outlining the
responsibilities of individuals, entities, and
service providers in safeguarding the privacy
of personal evidence.

Institutional reform

5. Establishing a specialised cybercrime cell:

It is essential to establish a special Cyber
Crime Cell under the police department to
directly communicate with digital
intermediary platforms (such as Meta, Tiktok,
X, Imo and others) for prompt information
exchange, removal of gender sensetive
content, and take coordinated action in
combating cybercrime. Additionally, there
must be arrangements for training to
enhance the necessary skills of the relevant
officials, so that victims of extra-territorial
jurisdiction online violence and cybercrime
can receive timely remedies.”

6. Training relevant justice sector actors on
the sensitivity of online violence:

To effectively address technology-facilitated
gender-based violence (TFGBV), as well as
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online hate speech, misinformation, and
disinformation targeting women, children,
and marginalized communities, it is essential
to train police officers particularly those in
the Police Cyber Support for Women (PCSW)
unit, as well as judges and legal professionals.
7. nclusion of Digital in the
Educational Curriculum

Literacy

To raise awareness and change harmful social
norms related to technology-facilitated
sexual violences, digital literacy including safe
online use it is necessary to revise the
curriculum from secondary education
onwards to include topics such as conscious
use of online platforms, different forms of
technology-based violence, and the various
methods of redress available.
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